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In the autumn of 1584 Sidney sat again in the House
of Commons, where he helped to forward the bill for
Raleigh's expedition to Virginia. This in fact was an
important step in the direction of his favourite scheme;
for his view of the American colony was that it should
be a real " plantation, not like an asylum for fugitives,
a "bellum piraticum for banditti, or any such base ramas
of people; but as an emporium for the confluence of all
nations that love or profess any kind of virtue or
commerce." Parliament next year had to take strong
measures against the Jesuits, who were already foment-
ing secret conspiracies to dethrone or assassinate the
queen. The session ended in March, and in April
Raleigh started for the New World. Three months
later Sidney received a commission to share the Master-
ship of the Ordnance with his uncle Warwick. He
found that department of the public service in a
lamentable plight, owing to Elizabeth's parsimony; and
soon after his appointment, he risked her displeasure
by firmly pressing for a thorough replenishment of the
stores upon which England's efficiency as a belligerent
would depend.

It was probably in this year that Sidney took
up his pen to defend his uncle Leicester against the
poisonous libel, popularly known as Leicester's Common-
wealth, and generally ascribed to the Jesuit Parsons.
We possess the rough draft of his discourse, which
proves convincingly that he at least was persuaded of
the earl's innocence. He does not even deign to answer
the charges of " dissimulation, hypocrisy, adultery,
falsehood, treachery, poison, rebellion, treason, cowar-
dice, atheism, and what not," except by a flat denial,h, dedicated his
